
SNLP assignment 03: sentiment analysis
Deadline1: Aug 14, 2017
Deadline2: Oct 2, 2017

This assignment is about document classification, more specifically
sentiment analysis.

General rules

• If you use code from others (from the sources on the web, or from other
students) indicate it clearly in your source code. Otherwise, every line
of code in your submission have to be your own work.1 1 You may receive a lower grade if you

borrow code that is important for the
task. If you borrow code from others,
but do not indicate in your submission,
it is plagiarism, and will be treated as
plagiarism.

• Use python for the solutions.
• Send your solutions via email to ccoltekin@sfs.uni-tuebingen.de as

a single python file. The subject line of your email should contain
‘SNLP assignment 3’. Make sure the attachment file name includes
the author names(s), and also list the author name(s) as a comment at
the top of your python script.

• There are two deadlines for this assignment. If you meet the first
deadline, you will get feedback on your solution. Otherwise, you will
only get a grade. Assignments later than the final deadline will not be
accepted.

• You can work in groups of up to three. All group members are re-
quired to understand the solution submitted.

Data

The data for this assignment is from an ongoing shared task, Germeval
‘Aspect-based Sentiment in Social Media Customer Feedback’,2 for 2 Shared tasks are open competitions

with a well-defined data set and rules.
The first deadline of this homework co-
incides with the shared task deadline.
With a bit of early/extra work, there is
no reason why you should not partici-
pate in the shared task.

this assignment. The data can be downloaded from https://sites.

google.com/view/germeval2017-absa/.
Shared task organizers also provide a baseline and an evaluation

script. Both are available through the shared task web page.

Description of the task

The description of the task for this assignment is simple: train and test
a machine learning model for the ‘sentiment’ track of the Germeval
shared task. The shared task includes other tracks, but the require-
ment for this homework is to predict only the sentiment (or polarity)
of all documents (regardless of their ‘relevance’). Use the designated
training and development set split in your experiments.

ccoltekin@sfs.uni-tuebingen.de
https://sites.google.com/view/germeval2017-absa/
https://sites.google.com/view/germeval2017-absa/
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You can use any machine learning method of your choice. You are
encouraged to experiment with multiple methods. However, include
only one in your submission. You are also encouraged to experiment
with the other tasks. However, your homework submission should
only contain the code and results for the sentiment analysis part.

Report your (best) results on the development set as a comment at
the end of your python script. In case you encounter computational
difficulties, you can train and test your model only on part of the data
set. Please indicate whether you used the full data set or only part of
it in your report (the comment at the end of your source code).


